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inconvenience, when the change is so great and suddain,
that in such cases, when it is not necessary to change, it is
necessary not to change. To a person formerly intemperate,
1 have known the first prescription of an excellent physitian
to forbeare too good a diet for a good while. We have
lived long happily and gloriously under this form of govern-
ment ; it hath very well agreed with the constitution of our
lawes, with the disposition of our people: how any other
will doe I the lesse knowe because I know not of any other
of which so much as any other monarchy hath had any
experience, they ail having (as I conceive) at least superin-
tendents for life, and the mere word bishop, I suppose, is no
man's aime to destroy, nor no man's aime to defend.

M Next, sir, I am of opinion, that most men desire not this
change, or else I am certain there hath been very suddenly
a great change in men; severall petitions indeed desire it,
but, knowing how concerned and how united that party is,
how few would be wanting to so good a worke, even those
hands which values their number to others, are an argument
of their paucity to me. The numberlesse number of those
of a different sense appeare not so publiquely and cry not
so loud, being persons more quiet, as secure in the goodnesse
of their lawes and the wisdome of their law-makers, and
because men petition for what they have not, and not for
what they have, perhaps that the bishops may not know how
many friends their order hath, least they be incouraged to
abuse their authority if they knew it to be so generally
approved. Now, sir, though we are trusted by those that
sent us, in cases wherein their opinions were unknown, yet
truly, if I knew the opinion of the major part of the town,
I doubt whether it were the intention of those that trusted
me that I should follow my own opinion against theirs; at
least let us stay till the next session, and consult more
particularly with them about it.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